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Minutes of the Boxley Parish Council Environment Committee Meeting held at Beechen Hall, Wildfell Close, Walderslade on 13 October 2025, commencing at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs  A Brindle, I Davies, J Akehurst, A Adams, R Dines, V Kellaway (from item 6), and N Zand (from item 6), along with Mrs D Baylis (Parish Clerk)  

1 Apologies and absences
Cllr S Dixon  - apologies given
Cllrs Thompson, Jones, Sampangi – apologies given
Cllrs P Mclean - Absent

2 Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying	
None declared.

3 Motion to exclude the press and public from the meeting for all items in the Confidential Section.
It was proposed by Cllr A Brindle, seconded by Cllr J Akehurst and all agreed to exclude members of the public from all items in the Confidential Section.

Public Session at the discretion of the Chairman.  Parishioners may address the meeting with regard to any item on the Agenda (time limited to 3 minutes per person).  Items not on the Agenda must be submitted to the Clerk in advance of the meeting. Non-parishioners are only able to address the meeting at the invitation of the Chairman.

No members of the public were present.

4 Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 September 2025 
Agreed.

5 Matters Arising from the Minutes
None raised.

6 Planning Applications for Consideration – DECISION 

[bookmark: _Hlk209077988]25/503927/TPOA  43 Olivine Close, Walderslade, ME5 9NQ
TPO Application to remove three Leylandii (T1) and one Silver Birch (T2)
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/504027/TPOA  43 Olivine Close, Walderslade, ME5 9NQ
TPO application to reduce three Leylandii (T1) to a height of 20ft and 6ft wide, and reduce one Silver Birch (T2) to a height of 10ft and 6ft wide
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/503971/TPOA  32 Olivine Close, Walderslade, ME5 9NQ
TPO application to remove one Silver Birch (weeping) (T01)
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/503868/ADV  Tesco Stores Ltd, Minor Centre, Grovewood Drive North, ME14 5TQ
Advert consent to install 3no. internally illuminated Fascia signs and 4 no. Graphic signs
Boxley Parish Council have no material planning reasons to object to this application.  The Parish Council would request that a condition be placed on any approval, requiring the lights to be off when the kiosk is not open to reduce light pollution.

25/503859/TPOA  2 Gean Close, Boxley, ME5 9DB
TPO application to do proposed works as per application form. 
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/503979/TPPA 4 Wents Wood, Weavering, ME14 5BL
TPO application to crown reduce 7no. Field Maple trees (T1-T7) by 6m-7m from 12m high and 10mwidth to 6m high (previous reduction point) an d5m width.  To reduce 1no Norway Maple tree (T8) by 4-5m from a height of 13 m and width of 10m to 8m in height (previous reduction point) and 6m width.
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/503746/TPOA  Walderslade Woods,  Beechen Bank Road, Walderslade
TPO application to crown lift 50 mixed species (H002) to 5.4m above ground level.  (TPO 1 of 1972).
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer and wish to see this application approved.

25/504059  10 Celastine Close, Walderslade, ME5 9NG
Tree preservation order application: Oak – reduce crown by 30%
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

25/504077/TPOA  Public Footpath adj to 33 Walderslade Woods, Orbit Close, Boxley, Kent
Tree preservation order application:  to cut back and crown lift the lower branches from the overhanging trees to give a height.
Boxley Parish Council defers to the views of the Tree Officer

7. Ratifications 
It was proposed by Cllr I Davies, seconded by Cllr N Zand and agreed to ratify the planning responses made out of meeting.     

8. Planning Decisions, Appeals and Appeals Decisions
Report noted.

9. Highways and Byways – DECISION

9.1 Highways Improvement Plan.
It was proposed by Cllr A Brindle, seconded by Cllr V Kellaway, and all agreed to add the following to the BPC HIP:  Road safety measures for the junction of Yelsted Lane, Lidsing Road and Dunn Street.

9.2 Junction 3 of the M2/Bluebell Hill
No update.

9.3 A249 Bearsted Road Major Infrastructure Project.
Report noted.

9.4 Boxley Village 
Noted.

9.5 Lower Thames Crossing update
No update.
9.6 A229 Bluebell Hill Road Improvements
The Clerk was asked to contact Victoria Soames, the scheme manager and invite her to a meeting.

9.7 Highways General
Report noted.

9.8 Any Highways issues raised at the meeting
The traffic surveys would have their own Agenda heading for the next meeting.

10 Lidsing
Cllr Dines reported that the SPD would be going to MBC Cabinet shortly. Cllr S Thompson was trying to get modifications to the Ecology part of the SPD. He was attempting to obtain baseline data. In addition, the wording of the proposed phasing was not specific enough.  
Cllr Brindle expressed concerns about governance arrangements for the site and CIL/Section 106 agreements. It was highlighted that BPC must be involved in Section 106 agreements. It was also agreed that specific projects should be identified so that BPC has a clear understanding of how any allocated funding will be used.

11 Sandling
The double yellow lines had been installed at the Tyland Lane junction and were working well.
The report on the shared path was noted. It was agreed that further discussions would be held regarding the cost of resurfacing the highway before a decision about applying for available grants was made. 
 
12 Policy and Procedures Review
None on this Agenda.

13 Parish Tour
Report noted.

14 5 Year Development Plan
It was agreed to have a brainstorming workshop session at 6pm on the 10th November to put ideas together for the 5-year plan.

15 Mile Stones
Cllr Brindle reported that it was difficult to find who to contact and how to register them.

16 Speed Watch
It was agreed to publish an advertisement inviting volunteers to participate in the training and manage the scheme. The Clerk will prepare a draft advert for publication and will also reach out to the Community Beat Officers to obtain a list of approved sites in the parish and any recommended wording for the posters.


17 Task List
Noted.  

18 Members and Officer’s Reports
Cllr Dines said that the litter picking group were out again shortly.

19 Residents’ Concerns 
Noted.

20 Volunteer Groups
Noted.  

21 Items for Next Agenda 
None put forward at this meeting.

22 Next Meeting
Next Environment Committee meeting 10 November 2025.

In view of the confidential nature of the item about to be transacted, it is advised that the public and press were excluded from the meeting for Agenda item 18.

23 Enforcement and CIL/Section 106 updates from MBC 
Report noted

24 Strategic CIL Fund
The clerk had produced a report which sought to clarify the funding requirements for the Sandling Scheme.  There was concern that any cost for resurfacing the road must not come from BPC funds.  The Clerk explained that this cost could come from the Active Travel grant portion of the schemes funding.  It was agreed not to apply to the Strategic CIL fund at this time.  The Clerk was asked to obtain the cost for the re-surfacing of the road and get it removed from the scheme.
.



Meeting closed at 9.05 pm


Signed as a correct record of the proceedings.


Chairman ………………………………………………..  Date ………………………………………………………..
